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THURSDAY, JUNE 4
DAY AT A GLANCE

Preconference
Tours

7:00 a.m.
Before the Neon Signs:

Mormon Beginnings in Las Vegas
Meet at Tuscany Lobby  

7:15 a.m.
Mountain Meadows Massacre Guided Driving Tour

Meet in Downtown Salt Lake City

 Registration 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Registration Open

Rotunda

Reception
& Exhibit 6:15 – 7:45 p.m.

The Mormon Giant: A Live Documentary
About Religion and Wrestling

Florentine

8:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Mormon Horror and the Religious Imagination:

Screening & Roundtable
G

8:30 – 9:15 p.m.
Post-Reception Registration

Rotunda

All events are held in the Tuscany Suites & Casino, 
unless otherwise noted in the program.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 5
DAY AT A GLANCE

Early Events

Session One
10:30 a.m. – Noon

Lunch Break
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Membership Luncheon & Plenary
Tuscany

The Mother of Paradox
Siena

Settler Colonial Spectres 
Roundtable
Tuscany

Proselytizing and Institutional 
Developments in the  

LDS Church
Firenze

Lived Religion in Nauvoo and 
Winter Quarters: Women, 
Children, and Theologies  

of Sacrifice
B

Untold Stories and Lingering
Legacies of Polygamy

E

Revelation and Authority in  
19th-Century Mormonism

F

Celebrating the Publication of 
Latter-day Eloquence:  

Two Centuries of Mormon 
Oratory: A Panel Showcase

G

Queering Mormonism 1:
Activism and Advocacy

Pisa

 “Lord, is it I?”: Violence, 
True Crime, and Mormon 

Exceptionalism
Florentine

Global Mormon Studies Breakfast:
Women’s Agency within

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Brazil
 Clara Varjao Schettini 

7:15 – 8:15 a.m.
Florentine

Journal of Mormon History
Editorial Board Breakfast

7:15 – 8:15 a.m.
Rotunda

Newcomers Breakfast
(Pre-registration required)

7:15 – 8:15 a.m.
Tuscany

Registration Desk Open
8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Rotunda

Opening Plenary: 
Unoriginal Sins: Slavery, Captivity,

and Kinship in Western Places
Susan Lee Johnson
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Florentine
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Session Two
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Session Three
4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Law and Mormon History
Author-Meets-Critics

Siena

Navigating and Performing  
Las Vegas
Tuscany

Scripture in Motion:  
Translators, Editors, and the  

Making of Latter-day Saint Canon
Firenze

Relief, Prayer, and Religious 
Discourse: Latter-day Saint  

Women and Worship
B

Evening Events 6:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Face-to-Face Mentoring

Tuscany

7:15 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Awards Banquet

Florentine 

8:45 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Student Reception 

Tuscany

Holiness to the Lord  
Author-Meets-Critics

Siena

Shoshone Saints: Insights from 
the Washakie Ward Database

Tuscany

The Many Meanings and Lives  
of the Book of Mormon

Firenze

Elusive Visibility: Reinterpreting 
Nineteenth-Century Mormon 
Women’s Archival Subtext

B

Sanctioned Latter-day Saint 
Expression: Piercings, Tattoos, 

Oaths, and Song
E

The Mirage of Mormon Settlement 
and Industry in Utah and Nevada

F

Game Changers: AJ Dybantsa, 
BYU, and the Struggle for  
the Soul of Basketball  
Author-Meets-Critics

G

 Queering Mormonism 2:  
Trans* Studies and Identities

Pisa

Glimpses Through the Mirage of 
History: The Enduring Legacy  

of Juanita Brooks
Florentine

Women’s Voices at the Beginning  
of the 20th Century

E

From Margin to Center: Decolonial 
Interventions in Mormon Studies

F

Spectres of Exclusion: New 
Perspectives on the Priesthood Ban

G

Intimate Subjects: Gender, Sex, and 
the Pursuit of Historical Belonging

Pisa

Between Zion and Washington: 
Latter-day Saints, the New Deal, 
and the Politics of Conscience

Florentine

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
DAY AT A GLANCE
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Early Events
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.

Mormon Women’s History Breakfast: 
‘There is nothing melancholy  
about burial robes’: Latter-day  
Saint Women and a century  

of Burying the Dead
Jessica Nelson
Florentine

8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Registration Desk Open

Rotunda

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Smith-Pettit Lecture:

The Death of Purgatory and the  
Birth of Proxy Baptism:  

Thinking with the Ancestors 
in American History

Florentine

Session Four
10:30 a.m. – Noon

70s Saints 1:  
Of Politics and Protest

Siena

Performance and Influence  
among Latter-day Saint Women

Tuscany

The Creation and Reconfiguration  
of the Mormon Canon

Firenze

The Hidden Influence of  
Early Lady Missionaries

B

Political and Social Conflict in 
Nineteenth-Century Mormonism

E

Lunch Break
12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. No Programming 

LGBTQ Histories:
Attractions, Affirmations,

Affections, and Admonitions
F

Global Feminist Currents: 
Mormon Women’s Adaptation, 
Activism, and Archival Memory

G

Mormon “Mythic Realities”  
vs. Nature’s Realities

Pisa

Enumerating Zion:  
Utah and the Mormon  
People in 19th-Century  

Census Records
Florentine

SATURDAY, JUNE 6
DAY AT A GLANCE
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SATURDAY, JUNE 6
DAY AT A GLANCE

Session Five
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

70s Saints II:  
Culture, Memory, and Celebrity

Siena

Appraising Latter-day Eloquence: 
Two Centuries of Mormon  

Oratory  Author Meets Critic
Tuscany

The Oak Prophecy Fulfilled: 
One Hundred Years of LDS 

Presence and Dialogue with the 
Governments of South America 

(1925-2025)
Firenze

The Seen and the Unseen: 
Experimentation, Economy, and 

Erasure in Early Mormon Polygamy
B

Session Six
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bridge-Builders in Mormon 
History: Recent Titles in  

the Introductions to  
Mormon Thought Series

Siena

Forgotten Trajectories in  
Global LDS History

Firenze

 20th-Century Figures
B

The Work of Creative Works
E

Evening Events

Building a Global Zion: 
The Life and Vision of David O. 
McKay Author-Meets-Critics

E

Five Latter-day Saint  
Colonies in Nevada

F

If You Know, You Know:  
Sacred Subtext in Contemporary 

Latter-Day Saint Art
G 

Authority and Spectre
Pisa

Probing the Meanings of 
Membership: Rethinking 

Religion and Identity in the 
Mormon Experience

Florentine

Spectral Saints: Haunting, Desire, 
and Disillusionment in Mormon 

Letters
F

Words, Travels, and Material 
Culture of ERS

G

Recognizing Women’s 
Contributions

Pisa 

Prophetic Voices and their Critics
Florentine

6:00 – 6:45 p.m. 
Speed Networking Event

Firenze

7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Presidential Banquet

The Five Thousand Years of Cleon Skousen
Benjamin E. Park

Florentine

8:30 – 10:00 p.m.
Closing Reception

Florentine Promenade
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SUNDAY, JUNE 7
DAY AT A GLANCE

Postconference
Tour

8:00 a.m.

On the Ragged Edge of the Mormon Frontier
Meet at Tuscany Lobby 

Devotional 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

Las Vegas LDS Chapel
Mahonri MacKay Stewart
509 S 9th St. Las Vegas, NV
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FRIDAY,  JUNE 5

10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon

Siena Tuscany Firenze Room B Room E

The Mother
of Paradox

Settler Colonial 
Spectres 

Roundtable

Proselytizing 
and Institutional 
Developments in  
the LDS Church

Lived Religion 
in Nauvoo and 

Winter Quarters: 
Women, Children, 
and Theologies of 

Sacrifice

Untold Stories and 
Lingering Legacies  

of Polygamy

S E S S I O N

1A
S E S S I O N

1B
S E S S I O N

1C
S E S S I O N

1D
S E S S I O N

1E
Chair/Moderator:
Kathleen Flake
University of Virginia

Margaret Toscano
University of Utah

J Celene Anderson
Independent Historian

Jacob Taylor
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
P. Jane Hafen
University of Nevada,  
Las Vegas

Thomas Murphy
Edmonds College

Elise Boxer
University of South 
Dakota

Sujey Vega
Arizona State University

Alyssa Calder Hume
University of Chicago

Angelo Baca
Rhode Island School of 
Design

Chair/Moderator:
Greer Bates Cordner
Boston University

Michael Nielsen
Independent researcher, 
St. George, Utah

Nathan Cordner
Utah Valley University

Eric Paul Rogers and 
James Izatt
Independent Historian

Jared Bennett
Independent Historian, 
Medford, NJ

Chair/Moderator:
Steve Harper
Brigham Young 
University

Elizabeth Kuehn Mahas
Church History 
Department

Beverley Vermeulen
Church History 
Department

Emelia Manwaring 
Jensen
Brigham Young 
University

Chair/Moderator:
John Turner
George Mason University

Julia Preston
University of Maryland, 
College Park

Linda Hamilton
Sam Houston State 
University

Bryan D. Eisenbise
California State 
University, Fullerton

Nathan Kitchen
Independent Historian

All events are held in the Tuscany 
Suites & Casino, unless otherwise 

noted in the program.
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FRIDAY,  JUNE 5

10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon

Room F Room G Pisa Florentine

Revelation and 
Authority in  
19th-Century 
Mormonism

Celebrating the 
Publication of  

Latter-day Eloquence: 
Two Centuries of 
Mormon Oratory  
A Panel Showcase

Queering
Mormonism 1: 
Activism and 
Advocacy

“Lord, is it I?”: 
Violence, True 

Crime, and Mormon 
Exceptionalism

S E S S I O N

1F
S E S S I O N

1G
S E S S I O N

1H
S E S S I O N

1I
Chair/Moderator:
Clair Barrus
Independent Scholar

Richard E. Bennett
Brigham Young 
University (Emeritus)

Neal E. Davis and  
Ryan Shosted
Illinois Deseret 
Consortium/University 
of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Stephen Fleming
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Richard Benjamin 
Crosby
Brigham Young 
University

Taylor Petrey
Kalamazoo College

Kristine Haglund
St. Louis University

William Victor Smith
Brigham Young 
University (Emeritus)

William Perez
Florida State University

Patrick Mason
Utah State University

Chair/Moderator:
Beth Reeve
Independent Historian

Maddison Tenney
Claremont Graduate 
University

Gracee Purcell
Independent Historian

Taylor Kerby
Pima Medical Institute

Megan Geilman
Claremont Graduate 
University

Chair/Moderator:
Barbara Jones Brown
Signature Books

Greg Seppi
Brigham Young 
University

Janika Isakson Dillon
Northeastern University

Meagan Evans
University of Oklahoma
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FRIDAY,  JUNE 5

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Siena Tuscany Firenze Room B Room E

Holiness to the
Lord

Author-Meets-Critics

Shoshone Saints: 
Insights from the 
Washakie Ward 

Database

The Many Meanings 
and Lives of the  
Book of Mormon

Elusive Visibility: 
Reinterpreting 

Nineteenth-Century 
Mormon Women’s 
Archival Subtext

Sanctioned  
Latter-day Saint 

Expression:  
Piercings, Tattoos, 
Oaths, and Song 

S E S S I O N

2A
S E S S I O N

2B
S E S S I O N

2C
S E S S I O N

2D
S E S S I O N

2E
Chair/Moderator:
Laurie Maffly-Kipp
University of Virginia

Jonathan Stapley
(author)
Independent Historian

John Turner
George Mason University

Andrea Radke-Moss
Brigham Young 
University-Idaho

Chair/Moderator:
Jenny Pulsipher
Brigham Young 
University

David W. Grua
Church History Library

Christopher Rich
Church History 
Department

Joshua Rust
Church History 
Department

Chair/Moderator:
Eric Paul Rogers
Independent Historian

Margaret Olsen 
Hemming
Dialogue

Jason R. Smith
Chicago Theological 
Seminary

Brian Hales
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Kif Augustine
Brigham Young 
University

Rachel Birch
George Mason University

Jennifer Black
Boise State University

Holly Jones
Boise State University

Jill Thorley Warnick
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Nancy Ross
(chair)
Utah Tech University

Becky Roesler
Brigham Young 
University-Idaho

Cody Whiting
Independent Historian

Roger Pimentel
Independent Historian

Dalton Bennett
University of Utah
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FRIDAY,  JUNE 5

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Room F Room G Pisa Florentine

The Mirage of 
Mormon Settlement 

and Industry in  
Utah and Nevada

Game Changers:
AJ Dybantsa, BYU, 
and the Struggle 
for the Soul of 
Basketball

Author-Meets-Critics

Queering
Mormonism 2:

Trans* Studies and 
Identities

Glimpses Through  
the Mirage of  
History: The 

Enduring Legacy  
of Juanita Brooks

S E S S I O N

2F
S E S S I O N

2G
S E S S I O N

2H
S E S S I O N

2I
Chair/Moderator:
Robin Jensen
Church History Library

Bradley Armstrong
Independent Historian

Sarah Stocks
University of Utah

Glen Larson
Independent Historian

Kahlile Bliss Mehr
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Ben Park
Sam Houston State 
University

Matt Bowman
(author)
Claremont Graduate 
School

Wayne LeCheminant
(author)
Claremont, CA 

Jessica Nelson
Church History 
Department

Christopher C. Jones 
Brigham Young 
University

Alan Morrell
Senior Curator at
Church History Museum 

Chair/Moderator:
Brittany Romanello 
University of Arkansas

Kate Mower
University of Utah

Kayla Buckness
Baylor University

Hannah Bryan
University of Kentucky

Chair/Moderator:
Teresa Bell
Brigham Young 
University

Ryan Combs
Museum Director and 
Archivist for the Juanita 
Brooks Historical 
Preservation Society

Cristina Cardon-
Sessions
Librarian at Bunkerville, 
NV

Sharla Brooks Moody
Director of the Juanita 
Brooks Historical 
Preservation Society
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FRIDAY,  JUNE 5

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Siena Tuscany Firenze Room B Room E

Law and Mormon 
History

Author-Meets-Critics

Navigating and 
Performing
Las Vegas

Scripture in Motion: 
Translators, Editors, 
and the Making of 
Latter-day Saint 

Canon

Relief, Prayer, and 
Religious Discourse: 

Latter-day Saint 
Women and Worship

Women’s Voices at 
the Beginning of 
the 20th Century

S E S S I O N

3A
S E S S I O N

3B
S E S S I O N

3C
S E S S I O N

3D
S E S S I O N

3E
Chair/Moderator:
Nate Oman
(author)
William and Mary Law 
School

Sam Brunson
Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law

Mark Ashurst-McGee
Church History 
Department

Kathleen Flake
University of Virginia 

Chair/Moderator:
Erik J. Freeman

Martha Bradley Evans 
Managing Director, 
Smith-Pettit Foundation

Thomas Reed Grover
Independent Historian

Anya Allsup
Church History Library

Chair/Moderator:
Christopher J. Blythe 
Brigham Young 
University

Steve Harper
Brigham Young 
University

Richard Saunders
Southern Utah University

Matt Christensen
BYU Studies

Chair/Moderator:
Holly Jones
University of Colorado 
Boulder

Jonathan Stapley
Independent Historian

Jessica Nelson
Church History 
Department

Martha Bown
Brigham Young 
University

Chair/Moderator:
Bruce Young

Phoebe England Baker
Brigham Young 
University

Margaret Blair Young
Brigham Young 
University (Emeritus) 
Congo Rising Corporation

Reid L. Neilson
Brigham Young 
University
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FRIDAY,  JUNE 5

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Room F Room G Pisa Florentine

From Margin to 
Center: Decolonial 
Interventions in 
Mormon Studies

Spectres of 
Exclusion: New 
Perspectives on 

the Priesthood and 
Temple Bans

Intimate Subjects: 
Gender, Sex, and the 
Pursuit of Historical 

Belonging

Between Zion and 
Washington:  

Latter-day Saints,  
the New Deal, and  

the Politics of 
Conscience

S E S S I O N

3F
S E S S I O N

3G
S E S S I O N

3H
S E S S I O N

3I
Chair/Moderator:
Caroline Kline
Claremont Graduate 
University

David J. Howlett
Smith College

Todd Compton
Independent Historian

Char Josier
Independent Historian

Garrett R. Elkins
Brigham Young Center 
Foundation

Chair/Moderator:
Alice Faulkner Burch
Sema Hadithi African 
American Heritage & 
Culture Foundation

Paul Reeve
University of Utah

Tarik D. LaCour
University of Texas at 
Austin

Tonya S. Reiter
Independent Historian

Spencer Wells and 
Isaac Barnes May
Southern Utah 
University/Yale Law 
School

Chair/Moderator:
Susan Johnson
University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas

Cathy Gilmore
University of Utah

Makoto Hunter
University of California, 
Santa Barbara

Megan Weiss
University of California, 
Santa Barbara

Chair/Moderator:
Jennifer Lund
Independent Historian

Brian Q. Cannon
Brigham Young 
University

Matthew Harris
Colorado State 
University-Pueblo

R. Devan Jensen
BYU Religious Studies 
Center
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10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon

Siena Tuscany Firenze Room B Room E

70s Saints 1: Of 
Politics and Protest

Performance and 
Influence among 
Latter-day Saint 

Women

The Creation and 
Reconfiguration of 
the Mormon Canon

The Hidden
Influence of Early 
Lady Missionaries

Political and 
Social Conflict in 

Nineteenth-Century 
Mormonism

S E S S I O N

4A
S E S S I O N

4B
S E S S I O N

4C
S E S S I O N

4D
S E S S I O N

4E
Chair/Moderator:
Christopher Jones
Brigham Young 
University

Spencer Wells
(respondent)
Southern Utah 
University

Joshua Smith

Elizabeth Mawlam
Claremont Graduate 
University

Taylor Petrey
Kalamazoo College

Amanda Hendrix-
Komoto
Montana State  
University

Chair/Moderator:
Barbara Jones Brown 
Signature Books/
University of Utah

Michael Scott Van 
Wagenen
Georgia Southern 
University

Lori Motzkus Wilkinson
Salt Lake Community 
College

Adille Rigoni
ESPM, Brazil

Elizabeth Brocious
University of Chicago

Chair/Moderator:
Christopher J. Blythe 
Brigham Young 
University 

Joseph M. Spencer
Brigham Young 
University

Charles William 
Johnson
Utah State University

Mike LeCheminant
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Brittany Chapman Nash 
Church History 
Department

Kelly Lelegren
Independent Historian

Rachael Burchfield
Brigham Young 
University - Idaho

Marian Rees
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Sherman Fleek
US Military Academy

Jeffrey Mahas
Church History 
Department

Ben Slighting
Brigham Young 
University

Devin Devore
University of Tennessee

SATURDAY,  JUNE 6
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10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon 10:30 a.m. – Noon

Room F Room G Pisa Florentine

LGBTQ in the 
Latter Days: 

Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives 

Global Feminist 
Currents: 

Mormon Women’s 
Adaptation, 
Activism, and 

Archival Memory

Mormon “Mythic 
Realities” vs.

Nature’s Realities

Enumerating Zion: 
Utah and the 

Mormon People in 
19th-Century 

Census Records

S E S S I O N

4F
S E S S I O N

4G
S E S S I O N

4H
S E S S I O N

4I
Chair/Moderator:
Makoto Hunter
University of California 
Santa Barbara

Gregory Prince
Independent Historian

Stephenie Larsen
Encircle Founder and 
Former Executive 
Director

Brittany Romanello
University of Arkansas

Kyle David Belanger
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Heather Sundahl
Independent Historian

Nancy Ross and 
Caroline Kline
Utah Tech University, 
Claremont Graduate 
University

Katie Ludlow Rich
Independent Historian

Linsday Denton
Exponent II

Chair/Moderator:
Jordan T. Watkins

Breck England
Independent Historian

Brigitte Brown
Independent Historian

Jonathan England
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Jennifer Champoux
Independent Historian/
Director of the Book of 
Mormon Art Catalog

Amy Tanner Thiriot
Independent Historian

Kif Augustine
BYU Law School

Michael Austin
Snow College

SATURDAY,  JUNE 6
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Siena Tuscany Firenze Room B Room E

70s Saints II:
Culture, Memory,

and Celebrity

Appraising Latter-
day Eloquence: 

Two Centuries of 
Mormon Oratory   
A Panel Showcase

The Oak Prophecy 
Fulfilled: One Hundred 
Years of LDS Presence 
and Dialogue with the 
Governments of South 
America (1925-2025)

Seen and the
Unseen: Early 

Mormon Polygamy

Building a Global 
Zion: The Life and 
Vision of David O. 

McKay
Author-Meets-Critics

S E S S I O N

5A
S E S S I O N

5B
S E S S I O N

5C
S E S S I O N

5D
S E S S I O N

5E
Chair/Moderator:
Spencer Wells
Southern Utah University

Isaac Barnes May
(respondent)
Yale Law School

Christopher Jones
Brigham Young 
University

Kristine Haglund
St. Louis University

Nicholas Shrum
University of Virginia

Sherrie Gavin and 
Caroline Kline
University of New 
England, Claremont 
Graduate University

Chair/Moderator:
Alison Syring
University of Illinois 
Press

Richard Benjamin 
Crosby
Brigham Young 
University

Jennifer Reeder
Historic Sites, Church 
History Department

John Turner
George Mason University

Philip Barlow
Neal A. Maxwell 
Institute, BYU

Chair/Moderator:
Amber Taylor
Church History 
Department

David Bolingbroke
Church History 
Department

Clara Varjão Schettini
UNICAP, Recife/PE, 
Brazil

Daniel Olortegui
University of Idaho

Chair/Moderator:
Amanda Hendrix-
Komoto
Montana State University

Clair Barrus
Independent Historian

Mary Ann Clements
Independent Historian

Cheryl Bruno
Independent Historian

Chair/Moderator:
Martha Bradley-Evans
Managing Director, 
Smith-Pettit Foundation

Brian Q. Cannon
(author)
Brigham Young 
University

Matthew Harris
Colorado State 
University-Pueblo

Mary Jane Searle
Brigham Young 
University

Gregory A. Prince
Independent Historian

SATURDAY,  JUNE 6

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
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Room F Room G Pisa Florentine

Five Latter-day
Saint Colonies in 

Nevada

If You Know, You 
Know: Sacred 
Subtext in 

Contemporary 
Latter-Day Saint Art

Authority and 
Spectre

Probing the
Meanings of 
Membership: 

Rethinking Religion 
and Identity in the 

Mormon Experience

S E S S I O N

5F
S E S S I O N

5G
S E S S I O N

5H
S E S S I O N

5I
Chair/Moderator:
Paul Reeve
University of Utah

Jennifer Lund
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Mary Jane Searle
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University
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University
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Brigham Young 
University

Chair/Moderator: 
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Department
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Independent Historian
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Independent Historian
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LEONARD J. ARRINGTON AWARD 
Awarded annually to a scholar whose contributions are truly outstanding 
for distinguished service to Mormon history. The selection committee 
will consider the influence of certain individual works by nominees for 
this award, as well as their cumulative records of meritorious scholarship 
in general. Awarded since 1999, this award is named and given in memory 
and recognition of a founding father of the Mormon History Association 
and premier mentor and promoter of Mormon history. 

SPECIAL CITATIONS 
Presented to persons or institutions who have made a significant 
contribution to Mormon history. 

BEST BOOK AWARD ($2,000) 
Endowed by Ken Demas
Awarded for the best book published on Mormon history. Given to 
honor and encourage sense of purpose, dedication, excellence of study, 
research, and scholarship in the field of Mormon history. Endowed 
by Ken Demas, a longtime supporter of the University of Utah History 
Department and friend of Mormon Studies, who left a generous bequest 
to fund a $2,000 annual award for the best book published in Mormon 
history.

THE ELLA L. TURNER AWARD FOR BEST BIOGRAPHY ($1,500) 
Sponsored by the Turner and Bergera Families 
Awarded for the best published biography in the field of Mormon 
history. Funded in honor of Ella Larsen Turner, a published historian 
and genealogist, and her daughter, Ella Ruth Turner Bergera, a published 
family historian, novelist, and poet. 

BEST FIRST BOOK ($1,500) 
Sponsored by the Hartley Family Foundation 
Awarded biennially for an author’s first book published on Mormon 
history. 

BEST DOCUMENTARY HISTORY/BIBLIOGRAPHY ($1,200) 
Sponsored by Melanie and Richard Park 
Awarded biennially for the best published book of documentary editing 
or bibliography on Mormon History. Funded in honor of Curtis Bolten, 
who helped with both the writing of Joseph Smith‘s history in Nauvoo and 
the translation of the Book of Mormon into French. 

BEST BOOK ON INTERNATIONAL MORMON HISTORY ($1,500) 
Sponsored by Wilfried Decoo in memory of  
Carine Decoo-Vanwelkenhuysent 
Awarded biennially for the best book on international Mormon history. 

BEST PERSONAL HISTORY/MEMOIR AWARD ($1,200) 
Sponsored by Dawn Parrett Thurston and  
Morris Ashcroft Thurston 
Awarded biennially for the best published Mormon memoir or personal 
history. Funded in honor of Barbara Ashcroft Thurston and Morris Alma 
Thurston, whose dedication to preserving family history and genealogy 
was an inspiration to their childrens’ mission to promote well-written 
and compelling personal life stories. 

ARDIS E. PARSHALL PUBLIC HISTORY AWARD ($500)
Honoring Ardis E. Parshall
Endowed by Kelly and Heather Stone and many other MHA Members
Awarded annually to a public history project related to Mormonism that 
contributes new insight, demonstrates rigorous scholarship, engages 
primarily with a public outside of the academy, portrays complexity and 
diversity in respectful ways, and broadens the field of public history. 
The award honors Ardis E. Parshall, a pioneer in Mormon Studies public 
history.

BEST ARTICLE AWARD ($500) 
Endowed by Armand Mauss and many other MHA Members 
The Jan Shipps Best Article Award is given to the published article or 
essay that best exemplifies the legacy of one of MHA’s most important 
founders, scholars, and leaders. Overall quality is a crucial consideration, 
as well as an author’s use of interdisciplinary tools, interpretive 
innovation, and/or incorporation of distinct Mormon traditions.

THE LAVINA FIELDING ANDERSON AWARD FOR BEST ARTICLE
PUBLISHING IN THE JOURNAL OF MORMON HISTORY ($500) 
Sponsored by Anonymous 
Awarded for best article published in MHA’s Journal of Mormon History, as 
determined by the JMH Board of Editors. 

BEST ARTICLE ON MORMON WOMEN’S HISTORY ($450) 
Sponsored by Mormon Women’s History Initiative Team 
Awarded for an outstanding article on the experiences of Mormon women 
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Sponsored by the Mormon 
Women’s History Initiative Team (MWHIT), an independent group of 
scholars who encourage research, writing, and publications on Mormon 
women’s history. 

BEST INTERNATIONAL ARTICLE AWARD ($500) 
Sponsored by Joseph and Julia Todd 
Awarded for the best article on international Mormon history  
(in print or online journals), in honor of Andrew Jenson, Assistant LDS 
Church Historian, for his outstanding contribution in documenting nearly 
every Latter-day Saint congregation around the world. 

BEST DISSERTATION AWARD ($800) 
Sponsored by Gerald L. Jones 
Awarded for the best doctoral dissertation on a Mormon historical theme. 
Funded in honor and memory of the many students of Gerald Edward 
Jones, who served for many years as an administrator and instructor for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Educational System. 

THE D. MICHAEL QUINN BEST THESIS AWARD ($500)
Sponsored by Anonymous 
Award for the best master’s thesis on a Mormon historical theme (next 
awarded at the 2026 conference). Given in honor of D. Michael Quinn, 
an award-winning historian and former professor at Brigham Young 
University whose influential scholarship reshaped the study of Mormon 
history. His major publications include Early Mormonism and the Magic 
World View and the landmark Mormon Hierarchy trilogy (Origins of 
Power, Extensions of Power, and Wealth and Corporate Power), as well as 
biographies of J. Reuben Clark. Quinn received multiple best book awards 
from the Mormon History Association and the John Whitmer Historical 
Association and was honored by the American Historical Association 
with the Herbert Feis Award. Named a Distinguished Historian by the 
Organization of American Historians, he continued publishing as an 
independent scholar until his death in 2021.

THE MARTHA BRADLEY EVANS BEST UNPUBLISHED GRADUATE 
STUDENT PAPER AWARD ($500)
Sponsored by Anonymous 
The Best Graduate Paper is funded in honor of Martha Bradley Evans, 
a distinguished historian and educator who taught at the University of 
Utah, where she served as Dean of the Honors College and later as Senior 
Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs. An award-winning teacher 
and past president of the Mormon History Association, her scholarship 
explores Mormon history, women’s history, architecture, and religious 
communities. Her major publications include Kidnapped from That Land, 
The Four Zinas, Pedestals and Podiums, and Glorious in Persecution: 
Joseph Smith, American Prophet, 1839–1844. She received MHA’s Best 
Biography Award and the Leonard J. Arrington Award and was named a 
Fellow of the Utah Historical Society.

BEST INDIGENOUS STUDIES AWARD (Award Varies)
Sponsored by BYU Charles Redd Center for Western Studies
Awarded in honor of Northwestern Shoshone historian Mae Timbimboo 
Parry, to recognize scholarly excellence in Indigenous studies presented 
or published in the preceding year. Submissions may include various 
formats of traditional scholarship such as a published book, essay, book 
chapter, or article. Other forms of public scholarship and engagement are 
also welcomed and could include public history or public programming 
projects, digital media, events, exhibits, advocacy, and so forth.

Awards


